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Abstract

The present study aims to explore Gina Nahai’s Caspain
Rain (2007), Moonlight in The Avenue of Faith (1999), and Sunday’s
Silence (2001) in terms of geographical concepts of space, place, and
gender. Gina Nahai, in her novels, demonstrates the life of low-class
Jewish people especially female characters and their relationships. In
the selected novels, she also uses the social and economic differences
to describe the characters of the novels in various places and spaces.
Hence, the three novels can be studied through the lens of Linda
McDowell and Doreen Massey’s concepts. They argue that there is a
dialectical relation between space and gender, in such a way that not
only gender relations produce space but also space constructs gender.
Judith butler presents performative gender that is constructed rather
than being biological sex. The concept of gendered space, in particular,
does not indicate that space has a gender, but there is a system in which
gender is constructed. Doreen Massey in her book Space, Place and
Gender claims that geography affects cultural forms, genders and their
relations in different ways. She points out that social, economic and
physical factors in a specific space and place have a significant impact
on the formation of gender; moreover, identity is constructed in these
interactions and relations for making gender issues. Space and place,
the key terms of this research, are produced and constructed through the
local place and political and economic situations in these novels.

Key words: Feminist Geography, Gina B. Nahai, Gender Identity,
Place, Space, Doreen Massey
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Chapter one: Introduction

1.1. General Overview

Gina B. Nahai is a gifted Jewish writer that drew international
attention of the critics and readers to her novels with Cry of the Peacock
(1991), and particularly with Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith (1999).
Although she was born in Iran, she immediately left the country before
the Islamic Revolution. In her three outstanding novels, she focuses on
the Jewish families and their conditions and obstacles. Nahai’s novels
are useful for gender and cartographical studies; moreover, they depict
the terrible situations of women in society and how the geography
shapes their subjectivity and gender.

The novel Caspian Rain (2007) relates the female characters’ lives,
including the central characters and novel’s narrator, Yaas and her
mother Bahar. Yaas was born and grew up in a Jewish family before
Islamic Revolution. She suffered from difficulties in society and her
family. Her mother, Bahar, was from a low-income family in the
ghetto in the south of Tehran, and she never was accepted by Omid,
her husband, who was from a wealthy family. For calling Omid’s
family’s attentions, she left all of her desires for education and her
dreams to become a teacher. In Omid’s opinion, the role of a wife is
defined as a housekeeper, mother and the one who is responsible for
taking care of the children.

After they got married, Bahar went to her former school to continue
her study. However, when the headmaster understood that Bahar is
married, they did not allow her to study. Then she went to a typing
institute, but when her identity was recognized by the manager, he
called Omid’s family and they expelled her. Bahar attempted to quell
the female needs and behaviors in her daughter’s soul. Therefore, she



does not engage in superficial issues and achieve her mother’s
unattainable ambitions. It is worth mentioning that both female
characters do not have a stable identity, and their subjectivities change
according to their spatial conditions. Yaas, after tolerating all of the
boundaries and troubles, lost her hearing and became a disappointed
girl whom her father left to fly to America with his new mistress.

In another novel, Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith (1999), the
female narrator Lili tells the story of her mother’s life. When Lili was
five years old, she saw the traumatic incident of attempting suicide by
her mother. Roxanna Angle, without any explanation, threw herself
down from the balcony of their home in Tehran. This novel depicts
the life of a significant character, Roxanna, who was famous as a bad
omen girl in her childhood. Therefore, all the time, she was treated
differently from her siblings. When she was a child, a smallpox
disease spread in Tehran and among her family; consequently,
Roxanna was blamed as the cause of this catastrophic event by her
grandmother.

After getting married she attempted to commit suicide, because of
the problematic and mischievous behaviors of her mother-in-law and
her own betrayal. Meanwhile, her family began to look for her, but
there was no sign. After passing 13 years of her disappearance, Lili
decided to search for her miserable mother, whether she is alive or
dead. When she arrived in Istanbul, she was alone, hopeless, and in a
miserable condition; therefore, she went to a brothel for making some
money. Finally, she moved from Turkey to Los Angle, and there she
joined Lili. Another important character in the novel is Alexandra,
who is spending her exile time in Iran.

In her celebrated novel Sunday’s Silence (2001), Gina B. Nahia
demonstrates Adam and Blue’s lives as two central characters in the
novel. Blue is a Jewish Kurd girl, who retells her life to Adam.
Meanwhile Adam is looking for his father’s murderer. In the novel
that portrays the life of Blue, the place in which Blue’s family are
living in a mountain between Iran and Iraq. After her migration, she
is accepted by the Appalachian sect. While she is a very young girl,
she has to marry Adam’s father, who is a professor at Knoxville
University. In this multicultural novel, we have the combination of the
east and west space.

Doreen Massey, was born in (1944-2016). She was a critic and
professor of geography, Marxist and feminist; her works have
profoundly influenced the field of feminist of geography. She mainly

2



focuses on the questions about why and how geography matters affect
the relations about social, economic, and political issues. In her works,
she has argued about the Marxist Political Economic, Post-Structural
Geography and Feminist Theory; her ideas go beyond the mentioned
domain. No one can deny the significance of her opinions in the field
of Geography Feminism, since her notions “From the 1970s onwards,
her writings on space, place and power inspired generations of
geographers and many others, including creative artists and trade
unionists” (Guardian20). In this research, the main characters of the
novels will be analyzed through the concepts of space, place and
subjectivity. In this regard, the researcher will utilize Doreen
Massey’s theory and thoughts.

1.2. Statement of Problem

The importance of geography and consequently the space, in literary
studies has attracted much attention in recent decades. Spatial settings
are located in the following literary studies: one of them is narratology
of space in literature, and the other one examines space and place in
literature from the perspective of anthropology, Marxism,
phenomenology, and sociology. Paying attention to space and place is
highly significant in literature, as story’s events take place in space and
place. For instance, sometimes, a whole species of literature is
characterized by its geographic features.

Feminism Geography as an interdisciplinary approach has rapidly
developed. Despite existing different methods and principles, central
construction in Feminist Geography is the issue of space and place.
Feminist geographers study the relationships between individuals,
subjectivity, spaces and powers. Moreover, they investigate the
processes in which suppression and inequality are associated within a
particular space. Among the geographers in this field Doreen Massey
(1944-2016) is important for this research. Massey was an intellectual
force in geography and the wider academic community, not just in
Britain but across the globe. Her works as an academic study in
geography have been the path of studies in recent decades. She argues
about how geography matters are concerned with the understanding of
the performance of social, economic, and political relations. Her
mental trajectory has surpassed the Marxist political economy,
geopolitical geography, and feminist theory. Her theories have also
been discussed in articles, books and academic literature. In her



opinion, spatial and economic elements play a significant role in space
construction. She argues in her book Space, Place and Gender (1994)
that space in its definition is a social construction, and we need to
analyze economy and society to understand it. The communication
approach of Doreen Massey in understanding space and place is built
around a set of relevant concepts. Global sense of place is one of the
most significant concepts in this field. She argues that:

One way of thinking of social space is in terms of the

articulation of social relations which necessarily have a

spatial form in their interactions with one another. If this

notion is accepted, then one way of thinking about place is as

particular moments in such intersecting social relations, nets

of which have over time been constructed, laid down,

interacted with one another, decayed and renewed. Some of

these relations will be, as it were, contained within the place;

others will stretch beyond it, tying any particular locality into

wider relations and processes in which other places are

implicated too. (Massey, 1994, 120)

Another major concept is power geometry and a progressive sense
of place in which Doreen Massey describes the sense of space and its
interrelated social relationship that have changed during the passing
time:

Thinking of places in this way implies that they are not so
much bounded areas as open and porous networks of social
relations. It implies that their ‘identities’ are constructed
through the specificity of their interaction with other places
rather than by counter to them... [and] those identities will be
multiple (since the various social groups in a place will be
differently located in relation to the overall complexity of
social relations and since their reading of those relations and
what they make of them will also be distinct. And this in turn
implies that what is to be the dominant image of any place
will be a matter of contestation and will change over time.
(Massey, 1991b, 121)

Liz Bondi has some studies in feminism, post-structuralism, and
psychological theory which is related to gender relations; the
processes that people are produced and reproduced in urban
communities. In her article Gender and the Reality Cities, she
considers three types of gender analysis of urban life, “which approach
gender through embodied identities, social relations, and
performativity respectively” (Bondi, 2005, p.3).



relationship and other concepts such as political and economic spaces
and their effects can be theorized on male characters too.

5.3. Suggestions for Further Research

Doreen Massey’s spatial relationships could be practical on Khaled
Hosseini’s novel, A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007). This novel would
be a great target to apply Massey’s notion and another geographical
point of view particularly about the definition of place and lack of place.
Another novel that can be analyzed through the perspectives of Massey
is The Last Girl (2017) by Nadia Murad who is stands for Yazidi
women and calls for justice, she was born in Kocho in large family. She
also lost her brothers in a day that ISIS rounded up her village and killed
all men, raped and sold Yazidis women and girls. The next novel is
Gina B. Nahai’s The Luminous Heart of Jonah S. (2014) which is about
Iranian Jews in exile in America. The next novel of Nahai Cry of
The Peacock (1991) also has the same theme and setting that narrates
the story of a Jewish woman caught in the turmoil of the twentieth
century in Iran.

The Caspain Rain, The Moonlight in The Avenue of faith,
and Sunday’s Silence demonstrate the identity and subjectivity of
characters. Therefore, those novels could be studied regarding some
other critical approaches such as the psychoanalytical approach,
particularly Lacan’s concepts of lack, other, and desire. As geography
studies are intertextual with other schools including post-colonialism,
Marxism, and structuralism. Therefore, these novels could be analyzed
through the lens of Homi K. Bhabha and his concepts of identity
construction, and power relations. Moreover, they could be investigated
through the lens of determinism to scrutinize whether the faith and fate
of character has been determined from their childhood or not, in
The Moonlight in The Avenue of faith almost all character tried to
change and escape from their predestined life albeit the more they tried
the more they failed. In the two other novels Caspain Rain and Sunday s
Silence there are some clues such as snakes symbol in Sunday’s Silence
and Lili’s deafness that had been occurred and existed in their families
could indicates that novels are used some elements of determinism
theme.
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