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Abstract

Due to the importance of milk and dairy products in the health and food security
of the society, creating employment and increasing the income of livestock farmers;
Its production and consumption have always been the concern of policymakers and
economic planners, but despite the importance of milk consumption for human health,
its consumption in Iran is less than the amount recommended by FAO; Therefore, it
is necessary to examine the preferences of consumers to consume this strategic
product and the factors affecting its demand. In this regard, in the present study, the
preferences of Sanandaj city consumers for the consumption of bulk, pasteurized and
sterilized milk were investigated using the multiple logit model. The required data
was obtained through questionnaires and face-to-face interviews with 350 milk
consuming households in the fall of 2021. The results of the research showed that
among the 350 households that consume milk in Sanandaj, 157 households (44.9 %)
prefer bulk milk, 136 households (38.9 %) use pasteurized milk, and 57 households
(16.2 %) use sterilized milk. The average consumption of bulk, pasteurized and
sterilized milk is 2.19, 1.54 and 0.93 kg per week, respectively, the maximum amount
of milk consumed per week for bulk, pasteurized and sterilized milk is 7, 5 and 2 kg,
respectively, and the minimum amount of consumption is It is 0.5 kg for all three
types of milk. The results of the multiple logit model estimation show that the
variables of milk consumption per week, the presence of an elderly person in the
family, the effect of price on the choice of the type of milk consumed, the degree of
belief in the loss of the desirable properties of milk with pasteurization and
sterilization, the degree of belief in the higher value bulk milk food, the importance
of indirect use in choosing the type of milk consumed, the importance of advertising
in choosing the type of milk consumed, the importance of the product health index in
choosing the type of milk consumed and the importance of the quality index in
choosing the type of milk consumed, negative effect on the probability of choice They
have pasteurized and sterilized milk compared to the base group (bulk milk); But the
variables of the age of the head of the household, the education level of the head of
the household, the education level of the mother, the degree of influence of the risk of
contracting diseases caused by the consumption of bulk milk, the importance of
convenient access in choosing the type of milk consumed, the importance of the label
and the importance of the brand have a positive effect on the probability of choosing
milk. They are pasteurized and sterilized compared to bulk milk. The biggest concern
of packaged milk consumers is the presence of preservatives and lack of trust in the
dairy industry, and the biggest concern of bulk milk consumers is the lack of hygiene
and lack of information. Most of the milk consumers in Sanandaj city were worried
about the safety of the milk used, for this reason they asked about the concept of milk
traceability label. According to the results, if there is a traceable label on all types of
milk, 78% of the studied households increase their milk consumption. Also, 59% of
consumers are willing to pay more for a traceable label.

Keywords: Kurdistan province, Consumer preferences, Multiple logit, Milk
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